Beat Plastic
Pollution
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Building and construction

Common construction materials, such as pipes, floors, and
paints feature plastic. These make up around 35 per cent of
total plastic use. Approximately 100 billion tonnes of waste

from the industry is generated yearly and about 35 per cent is
sent to landfill.

Agriculture

Plastic is used extensively in farming and agricultural

systems. Approximately 12.5 million tonnes of plastic

products are used in plant and animal production, and 37.3

million tonnes in food packaging per year.

Fisheries

An estimated 20 per cent of all plastic in the ocean comes
from fishing, shipping and recreation. More than 45 million
kg of plastic enters the ocean from industrial fishing gear

alone. These materials, such as nets, can trap and suffocate
marine organisms and pollute the ocean with microplastics.

Energy, oil and gas

Energy companies are some of the largest plastic polluters in
the world. Single-use plastic is made almost exclusively from
fossil fuels, and plastic production accounts for around

3.4 per cent of global greenhouse gas emissions. This is

projected to increase as petrochemical companies transition

their products from energy into plastics.

Textiles and fashion
The world is producing and consuming more textiles than

ever before. About 60 per cent of material made into

clothing is plastic. When clothing is washed, the pieces shed

tiny microfibres — a form of microplastics. Laundry alone

causes around 500,000 tonnes to be released into the ocean

every year, the equivalent of almost 3 billion polyester shirts.

Travel and tourism
Tourism is a big contributor to the global plastic pollution
crisis. Eight out of 10 tourists visit coastal areas, adding to the

8 million tonnes of plastic that enter the ocean every year.

Many hotels are also filled with single-use plastic shampoos,
toothbrushes, and combs. While cruise ships dump large

amounts of microplastic-laden wastewater into the sea.

Transportation

Cars are made up of around 30 per cent of plastic
components. But most of this goes to landfill as it is made
from low-cost virgin polymers. Instead, cars are scrapped for

valuable metal or electronic components.
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Whatis

the scale
of the
problem?

Plastic pollution is

~preventable.
Taking action across all

sectors of society
can halt and reverse It.

We are addicted to plastic. We produce around 430 million tonnes of plastic a

vear, two-thirds of which are short-lived products which soon become waste.
Plastic pollution can have devastating impacts on our ecosystems and wildlife,
our health and well-being and the global economy.

Yet, current commitments made by governments and industry will only reduce
the annual volume of plastic flowing into the ocean by 8 per cent by 2040. The

social and economic costs of plastic pollution reach up to US$600 billion per year.

On the contrary, we are producing more and more plastic — it is embedded into
every aspect of modern life. It is in our cars, homes, medical devices, clothes, and
shampoos. Although much of the media coverage of plastic pollution centres on

heart-breaking images of wildlife choking on plastic bags, the reality is plastic
pollution is far more insidious. Much plastic pollution is not visible to the naked
eye. Microplastics — tiny fragments of plastic less than 5mm in length — are

polluting our soil, water supplies and our bodies.

Why is plastic so popular?

It is not surprising that plastic is so
commonplace: it is relatively cheap to
produce, durable, flexible and easy to
transport. Made from fossil fuels, it began

to be mass-produced during the Second
World War. As fossil fuel extraction fed plastic
production, everything from household

appliances to medical devices —
were produced using plastic.
Plastic production has surged over

the past 50 years and is expected to double

over the next 20 years. If no action is taken

plastic pollution is set to triple by 2060. For
this reason, it is important to transition to a
healthier, more economically viable circular
economy as soon as possible.






